
From: Aguirre.Janita@epamail.epa.gov
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Subject: Reg Revision Fact Sheet
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Hi Matt, 

Per a request from Manjali, here is the fact sheet you can use with the states.

(See attached file: OST_WQSRegRevision_FS_WDD October 2012.docx)

Let me know if you have questions.
Janita
**********************************************************
.___. Janita Aguirre
{o, o} Standards and Health Protection Division
/)__) Office of Water, U.S. EPA
-"-"- (202) 566-1149
***********************************************************
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Proposed Revisions to the Water Quality Standards Regulation



Issue

· It has been over 25 years since the current WQS regulation was put in place. OST is proposing targeted changes to the WQS regulation to improve the regulation’s effectiveness in restoring and maintaining the chemical, physical and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters, and to clarify and simplify regulatory requirements. 



Background

· The basic structure of the water quality standards regulation (40 CFR part 131) was last revised in November 1983. EPA added tribal provisions in 1991, “Alaska rule” provisions in 2000, and BEACH Act rule provisions in 2004.

· At the 15-year point, EPA issued a comprehensive advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) in July 1998. EPA conducted an extensive dialogue with states and the public on over 130 discrete issues. The ANPRM led to some program redirections, but EPA did not revise the regulation itself at that time.

· At the 20-year point, OST worked with key stakeholders to develop the Strategy for Water Quality Standards and Criteria. The strategy helped set priorities for actions EPA then undertook to strengthen the program.



Current Status

· The proposed rule is expected to provide clarity in six key program areas: 

· Administrator’s Determination—Establish a more transparent process for the Administrator to announce a determination that new or revised WQS are necessary under section 303(c)(4)(B) of the Act;

· Designated Uses—Ensure states and tribes are striving to meet water quality goals even where full attainment of CWA standards is unattainable; 

· Triennial Review Requirements—Ensure states and tribes re-evaluate whether new or revised criteria are necessary to protect designated uses on a triennial basis, specifically related to pollutants for which EPA has issued new or updated 304(a) criteria recommendations;

· Antidegradation:  Enhance state and tribal implementation of antidegradation provisions to better maintain and protect high quality waters and improve EPA’s oversight capability;

· Variances to WQS—Provide regulatory flexibility and boundaries to allow states and tribes to achieve water quality improvements before resorting to a use change; and

· Authorizing compliance schedules—Clarify that compliance schedules cannot be issued in permits without an authorizing provision approved under the WQS Program (i.e., under CWA 303(c)). 



· The proposed rulemaking entered Interagency Review in late November 2011.



Next Steps



· As soon as Interagency Review concludes, EPA will respond to those comments and promptly propose the rule.



For More Information



· Janita Aguirre, aguirre.janita@epa.gov, (202) 566-1149
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